2020 Supplemental Budget Request: Emergent Operating Funding Need

Community Resiliency

The Washington State Conservation Commission (SCC) applied for two FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grants from the state Department of
Emergency Management and has been awarded one so far. Grant funding will allow us to organize trainings for service providers —
such as staff from conservation districts, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), counties, and fire districts — to help communities
prepare for and recover from wildfire. The SCC submitted a supplemental request for the state match needed to secure those grants and
support up to four conservation districts’ participation in community resilience and defensible space pilot projects with the DNR.

Funding requested: $349,719

Why this request can’t wait:
▶▶ Without state match, the SCC can’t secure the nearly $350,000 in Hazard Mitigation Grant funding.
▶▶ Washington will lose this chance to leverage federal and state dollars to mobilize service providers and better prepare
our communities and natural resources for wildfire.
▶▶ Conservation districts will be unable to participate in community resilience and defensible space pilot projects with
DNR and other partners that support goals in the 20-Year Forest Health Strategic Plan for Eastern Washington and
Washington State Wildland Fire Protection 10-Year Plan.

Why is this important for Washington
communities?
▶▶ Lack of access to resources and knowledge about wildland
fires is the key barrier that prevents our communities from
keeping up with accelerating wildfire risk.1 This package
will help provide communities with information they need
to become more wildfire prepared and resilient.
▶▶ Lack of coordination and capacity is the key barrier to
more consistent and integrated post-fire recovery efforts
in Washington.2 Funded activities will connect community
and agency leaders with proactive information that make
post-fire situations easier to navigate.
WA DNR, “Washington State Wildland Fire Protection 10-Year Strategic Plan.” Accessed
from: https://www.dnr.wa.gov/publications/rp_wildfire_strategic_plan.pdf?dmai1f.
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After the 2016 Suncrest Fire, fire chiefs praised landowners’ use of
Firewise™ principals, which resulted in a safe, efficient response and no
structure losses. The SCC Community Resiliency package will allow more
communities to increase their wildfire resilience and defensibility.

How have the SCC and conservation districts helped communities and landowners
with wildfire preparedness and resiliency?
In 2016 the SCC ran a
$1M grant program for
conservation districts
to implement local
Firewise™ program
activities.
Accomplishments
included...

140,298 landowners

provided with Firewise™
resources and information

827 homes

provided with signs to direct
emergency responders

601 acres

treated for wildfire fuels
reduction

Leveraging resources and partnerships to achieve state
strategic planning goals
Trainings and community resilience and defensible space activities
funded by this request directly support the goals and strategies identified
by recent DNR planning efforts, specifically:
20-YEAR FOREST HEALTH STRATEGIC PLAN FOR EASTERN
WASHINGTON
▶▶ Goal 2: Reduce risk of uncharacteristic wildfire and other
disturbances to help protect lives, communities, property,
ecosystems, assets, and working forests.
»» Strategy 1: Support Fire-Adapted Communities and landowner
assistance programs that provide resources to coordinate risk
reduction activities, including defensible space near homes and
structures.
WASHINGTON STATE WILDLAND FIRE PROTECTION 10-YEAR
STRATEGIC PLAN
▶▶ Goal 1: Washington’s preparedness, response, and recovery systems
are fully capable, integrated, and sustainable.
»» Strategy 3: Enhance and sustain a highly capable workforce.
▶▶ Goal 3: Communities are prepared and adapted for current and
future wildland fire regimes.
»» Strategy 6: Establish and sustain fire-adapted communities.

Developing a replicable model for success

$

Community resilience
and defensible space
pilot projects are
intended to serve as
models for successful
coordination and
cooperation that can
be replicated statewide,
making efficient use of
limited resources and
capacity.

“I had not considered the
specific dangers and what could
be done to lessen them, only
that I was moving to a high
fire danger area. Learning that
there was funding and expertise
available to lessen the real
dangers we face in Ferry County
was a great relief not only
economically, but I will sleep
better with less worry.”
- Landowner Wayne Christopherson on
Ferry Conservation District’s Firewise™
service that was provided when
funding was available in 2016. Our
2020 Community Resiliency request
will connect more landowners with
information and resources to help
them prepare and feel peace of mind.
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